               Big Issues, Small Groups: UUCD Uni-Group Meetings: April, 2004

7:30 to 9:30 PM    

Uni-South – Garland’s




Uni-North – Sanford’s

Thurs. April 8





Wed. April 28

Topic – Why Do Bad Things Happen?

Opening Words:
“I’ve never been very good at feasting on the daily newspaper.  It 

turns bitter in my mouth.  And yet, this is my world.  This face of suffering I must 

embrace as a part of my responsibility.  Part of the feast is becoming aware of the world 

that is mine.  Part of the feast is owning this broken world as my own brokenness.  I clasp 

the newspaper to my heart and ask once again in the stillness of the night, “What are we 

doing to the image of God in one another?” Macrina Wiederkehr (A Tree Full of Angels)
Check-in:
How are you? /What’s been happening in your life?

Readings:       “…for several years now Americans in a sense have shaken their fists at God and said, God, we want you out of our schools, our government, our business, we want you out of our marketplace.  And, God who is a gentleman has just quietly backed out of our national and political life, our public life.  Removing his hand of blessing and protection.  We need to turn to God first of all and say, “God, we’re sorry we have treated you this way and we invite you now to come into our national life.  We put our trust in you.” 


Billy Graham’s daughter Anne Graham Lotz – Sept. 13, 2001

“So I’ve had tragedies.  But I found this out about a tragedy:  It either leaves you diminished or enhanced.  If you face up to it, if you make the best of it, you’re a better person.  You appreciate love, you appreciate life, you appreciate all the things of being with people.”           Art Linkletter, 91 years young on “Larry King Live”  Jan. 22/03  

Why do bad things happen?

1.  What personal responsibility do we carry for the bad things that happen in the     world/to us as individuals? 

2. Why is it that some of the most immoral people appear to live charmed lives? 

3. What are appropriate responses when reaching out to others in their misfortune?  

4. Why does everything have to have a logical explanation (or does it)?   

Response:
Comments on the session

Closing Words:
“Before we gather here again –




May each of us bring happiness into another’s life;



May we each be surprised by the gifts that surround us;       
 


May we each be enlivened by constant curiosity;



And may we remain together in spirit

‘til the hour we meet again.” (Barbara Cheatham)

