Big Issues, Small Groups: UUCD Uni-Group Meetings: February, 2004

7:30 to 9:30 PM    

Uni-South – Garland’s




Uni-North – Sanford’s

Thurs. Feb. 12





Wed. Feb. 25

Topic – Am I My “Brothers’ Keeper”?

Opening Words:   Open yourself to the Tao

                                Then trust your natural responses;

                                And everything will fall into place.

Lao-tzu (Tao Te Ching)
Check-in:
How are you?/What’s been happening in your life?

Reading:       “The begging bowl of the Buddha,” Catholic monk Thomas Merton explains, “represents not just a right to beg, but openness to the gifts of all human beings…Thus when a monk begs from the layman it is not as a selfish person getting something from someone else.  He is simply opening himself to his interdependence.”
Questions on One’s Responsibility for Others
1. Give a personal example or an example of someone else who has acted as his/her brother’s keeper.  What was the consequence of that action?  

2.
Give a personal example or an example of someone else who has decided not to act as his/her brother’s keeper.  Suggest reasons why this decision was made.  What were the consequences of such a decision?

3.         Give examples of how we, as Unitarians, might choose to be our brother’s  

keeper.  Discuss the consequences of those decisions.

4.
Are there situations in which it would be preferable not to be our brother’s keeper?

Response:
Comments on the session

Closing Words:
“Before we gather here again –




May each of us bring happiness into another’s life;



May we each be surprised by the gifts that surround us;       
 


May we each be enlivened by constant curiosity;



And may we remain together in spirit

‘til the hour we meet again.” (Barbara Cheatham)

