               Big Issues, Small Groups: UUCD Uni-Group Meetings: April, 2004

7:30 to 9:30 PM    

       Topic – The Right to Disagree

Opening Quotes:  “If there is any principle of the Constitution that more imperatively calls for attachment than any other it is the principle of free thought – not free thought for those who agree with us but freedom for the thought that we hate.” Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 

“We rarely find that people have good sense unless they agree with us.” Francois, Duc de La Rochefoucauld

Check-in:
How are you? /What’s been happening in your life?

Reading:    “Some of us flat out don’t believe in evil, not in others and certainly not in ourselves, in spite of in-your-face-evidence such as the Holocaust, for example.  We take that soft, mushy liberal attitude that if we all had good parents and warm milk at bedtime, there would be no ill will or violence in this world.  In his essay “The Current Crisis in Remorse”, Garrison Keillor writes from the viewpoint of the Director of the Remorse Department in a modern America city: “…We believe that not every wrong in our society is the result of complex factors such as poor early-learning environment and resultant dissocialized communication.  Some wrong is the result of badness.  We believe that some people act like jerks.” Rev. Marilyn Sewell in “Wanting Wholeness, Being Broken”

How difficult is it to disagree?

1. If you feel that you hold an unpopular view, how free do you feel in expressing it? 

2. If you don’t feel free to express your views, what are the reasons for your discomfort?

3. Are there environments in which you feel more comfortable expressing 

    opposing/contrary views than in others? 

4. In the words of Unitarian Francis David: “We need not all think alike to love alike.”  

    Do you feel that the UUCD offers an atmosphere in which freedom of belief is 

    accepted and supported?  

Response:
Comments on the session and Topics for the fall/winter groups

Closing Words:
“Before we gather here again –




May each of us bring happiness into another’s life;



May we each be surprised by the gifts that surround us;       
 


May we each be enlivened by constant curiosity;



And may we remain together in spirit

‘til the hour we meet again.” (Barbara Cheatham)

