Big Issues, Small Groups: UUCD Uni-Group Meetings: November, 2003

7:30 to 9:30 PM    

Uni-South – Garland’s




Uni-North – Sanford’s

Thurs. Nov. 13





Wed. Nov. 26
Principle:  Unitarians affirm and promote the interdependent web of all existence.
Topic –Dependence: None of us is isolated from the rest of creation.
Opening Words:
“The world is too much with us, late and soon,

Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers:

Little we see in Nature that is ours,

We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon.”   

William Wadsworth
Check-in:
How are you?/What’s been happening in your life?

Reading:
The swallows, the workmen, my stomach, all with their elusive rhythms, their harmonies and disharmonies and counterpoint, became, as I listened, the sound of my own life speaking to me.  Never had I heard just such a coming together of sounds before, and it is unlikely that I will ever hear them in just such a combination again.  Their music was unique and unrepeatable and beyond describing in its freshness.  I have no clear idea what the sounds meant or what my life was telling me. What does the song of a swallow mean?  What is the muffled sound of a hammer trying to tell? And yet as I listened to those sounds, and listened with something more than just hearing, I was moved by their inexpressible eloquence and suggestiveness, by the sense I had that they were a music rising up out of the mystery of not just my life, but of life itself.  In much the same way, that is what I mean by saying that God speaks into or out of the thick of our days.









Frederick Buechner

Questions on Dependence: What does it mean to Unitarians?

1. If we really are all interdependent/interconnected, would it not follow that despair anywhere in the world would affect us?

2. How does the expression “What goes around comes around.” apply here?

3.
What difference would a commitment to this Principle make in the lives we live?  
Response:
Comments on the session

Closing Words:
“Before we gather here again –




May each of us bring happiness into another’s life;



May we each be surprised by the gifts that surround us;       
 


May we each be enlivened by constant curiosity;



And may we remain together in spirit

‘til the hour we meet again.” (Barbara Cheatham)

