               Big Issues, Small Groups: UUCD Uni-Group Meetings: June, 2004

7:30 to 9:30 PM    

Uni-North – Sanford’s 


Uni-South – Garland’s

Thurs. Nov. 4



            Tues. Nov. 9


 

                       

 Topic – The Right to Die With Dignity

Opening Words:


Time is too slow for those who wait; too swift

2. for those who fear; too long for those who grieve;

too short for those who rejoice.  But for those

who live, Time is Eternity.  Hours fly, flowers

die, new days new ways pass by.  Love stays.




       Inscription on a sun-dial at the University of Virginia

Check-in:
How are you?  What’s been happening in your life?

Readings

“None of us know what will happen when we die.  But we may well share some worries together in the meantime. We may well worry that when it comes time for us to die we may be faced with an intolerable physical and/or emotional pain.  We may well worry that, though diagnosed with an irreversible, terminal illness, we may be made to linger on and on in pain, causing needless anguish and heartache for ourselves and our families and friends.”                          Rev. Andrew C. Kennedy, First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee

“Science says:  ‘We must live’, and seeks the means of prolonging, increasing, facilitating and amplifying life, of making it tolerable and acceptable.  Wisdom says: ‘We must die’, and seeks how to make us die well.”  

                                        Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo, Spanish author and philosopher

1. 1.  What does the phrase “dying with dignity” mean to you?

3. In the interests of a dignified death do you feel that a terminally ill person has the right to decide when they have suffered enough?

4. Can you imagine yourself ever asking to die?  In what circumstances?

5. Should physician-assisted death be legally sanctioned in Canada?  Why?  Why not? 
Response:

What did you like about this session?  What do you wish?

Closing Words:
We have paused for a time, to share of ourselves and to reflect on an important issue.

6. May the insight and inspiration of this time together remain with us until we meet again?

