1. Big Issues, Small Groups: UUCD Uni-Group Meetings: October, 2003

7:30 to 9:30 PM    

Uni-South – Garland’s




Uni-North – Sanford’s

Thurs. Oct. 9






 Wed. Oct. 22

Principle:  Unitarians affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person.

Topic – Respect: What does it mean to respect all people?

Opening Words:
“Civilization is a method of living, an attitude of equal respect for all men.”   Jane Addams
Check-in:
How are you?/What’s been happening in your life?

Reading:
I was at a bus stop, sitting next to a woman reading the newspaper, but I was totally engrossed in the performance of a fourteen-year-old on a skateboard. He had his baseball cap turned around with the bill in back, and he was skating beautifully and very fast. He buzzed by us once, then twice.  When he came by a third time he accidentally knocked the woman’s newspaper out of her hands.  She said, “Oh why don’t you grow up?”  I watched him slide down to the corner of the block, where he stood talking to his buddy.  The two of them kept looking back over their shoulders at the woman.  She hesitated for moment, then rolled up her paper, tucked it under her arm, and walked into the street, motioning to him.  “Won’t you come here?” she called.  “I want to talk to you.”  Very reluctantly he skated over to her, turned his cap around with the bill in front and said, “Yeah?”  She said, “What I meant to say was that I was afraid that I might get hurt.  I apologize for what I did say."  ”His face lit up and he said, “How cool!”

Angeles Arrien

Questions on Respect: What does it mean to Unitarians?

2. Does anyone really believe that inherent worth and dignity dwell in every person?

3. How can it be promoted, even in people whose behaviour we find disgusting?

4. What does affirmation and promotion of respect for all people require of me? 

5. How do we fall short of our ideals?

Response:
Comments on the session

Closing Words:
“Before we gather here again –




May each of us bring happiness into another’s life;



May we each be surprised by the gifts that surround us;       
 


May we each be enlivened by constant curiosity;



And may we remain together in spirit

6. ‘til the hour we meet again.” (Barbara Cheatham)

